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PREVIOUSLY CONVICTED VIOLENT FELON
SENTENCED TO 48 MONTHS IN FEDERAL PRISON 

FOR ASSAULT WITH A FIREARM

TUCSON – Kermit Neon Juan, 25, of Sells, Ariz. was sentenced on July 12, 2007 to 48
months in federal prison by U.S. District Judge Cindy K. Jorgenson.  Juan pleaded guilty on March 12,
2007, admitting that he assaulted another individual with a firearm with the intent to do bodily harm.  As
part of his plea agreement, Juan admitted the following facts:

On or about June 10, 2005, on the Tohono O’Odham Indian Nation within the
District of Arizona, I, Kermit Neon Juan, assaulted Martin Escarsega.  After a
verbal altercation, I pointed a firearm at Martin Escarsega and pulled the trigger.
The gun did not fire.  I then pulled the action back, but again the gun did not fire.
I released the magazine and found that it was not loaded, so I put on latex gloves,
loaded the magazine, inserted the magazine into the firearm, and chambered a
round.  By that time, Martin Escarsega had run inside his house, so I pounded on
the door and yelled for him to come out.  At that time, the police arrived and I fled
into the desert to try to avoid apprehension.   I acted knowingly and intentionally
without just cause or excuse.  The firearm I used to commit these acts was a
dangerous weapon and I used it with the intention of doing bodily harm to Martin
Escarsega.  Martin Escarsega and I are both enrolled members of the Tohono
O’Odham Indian Nation.

Records indicate that Juan has a prior felony conviction for Involuntary Manslaughter with
a firearm, for which he served 30 months in prison in 2002.  

Juan’s prosecution is part of the District of Arizona’s Project Safe Neighborhoods (PSN), an
illegal firearms enforcement program.  The effectiveness of Project Safe Neighborhoods in Arizona is
based on the ability of federal, state, and local agencies to cooperate in a unified offensive that is led by
the U.S. Attorney.  Through ongoing partnerships among federal, state, and local law enforcement and
prosecutorial agencies, the U.S. Attorney is implementing a series of strategies that are contoured to fit
the specific gun crime problems throughout Arizona. 
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The investigation in this case was conducted by the Tohono O’Odham Police Department and
the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives.  The prosecution was handled by Jennifer J.
Maldonado, Assistant U.S. Attorney, District of Arizona, Tucson.
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